
I purchased this 1976 Corvette stingray in 1996, the same year it 

became an antique!  

Somehow it is hard to look at a Corvette as an antique! 
I had previously owned a 1932, 5 window original steel body Ford with 

a big 350HP 327 Chevy mill when I lived in Cleveland, OH, but I sold it 

when I moved here to Gainesville Florida in 1995, then, I did not have 

a toy to play with ( WOW! ) so I bought this one!!!! 
This Corvette needed a great amount of TLC...It was rode hard and 

put away wet.  I did have the time and love to restore it! The body 

was in good shape as original and a Florida Vette 

Everything needed rebuilt, replaced, blesses, or painted, inside and 
out.  It is 98% (continually -complete) with few mods other than it is 

not a stock, L-82, 250HP? HD block 350V8 with special racing 

suspension, nor is the tail end stock as it came that way and it is a 

personal preference!  The paint is PPG silver metalflake by a local 
bodyshop. 

 

Once a motor-head always a motor-head! 

 

Tom Barth 


